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ATTEND A DISTRICT MEETING

Mark your calendars and make
plans to attend one of the three
2009 IL District Meetings.

Meeting Dates:

e  Mon, July 27—Dekalb
Best Western

e Tues, July 28—East Peoria
Par-A-Dice Casino

e  Wed, July 29—Decatur Hotel

and Conference Center

Banquet package preview begins
at 5:30 with the official meeting

running from 6:30-8:30pm.

One gun will be given away at
each meeting.

This is your best opportunity to
view the banquet package and

Sponsor an “Upland Tales Classroom”

Chapters can now sign up a
classroom in their community to
receive 50 issues of upland
tales magazine during the up-
coming school year along with a
teachers guide for lesson plans

Fiscal Year Ends June 30, 2009—Reporting time

The PF/QF fiscal year ends at
the ended June 30. Chapters
must report grant-related activi-
ties no later than Aug 1 or they
will not be reimbursed for those
expenses.

encore merchandise for your
upcoming event.

This year has a new smaller, less
expensive core banquet package
with the opportunity to customize
it to your event with a wide vari-

ety of encore prints and mer-

chandise. We know chapters will

be excited for this new system.

We only have a limited quantity
of many of these items so chap-

ters should plan on ordering at
the meeting so they don’t lose
out.

Each chapter will receive a 3-ring

binder with index tabs that in-
cludes underwriting booklets,

pass thru programs, fundraising
ideas, information on grants and

that encourage conservation and

a land ethic.

The cost to chapters is $250. At
the end of the school year, the
teacher will be provided upland
tales membership applications

Reporting should include any
previously unreported grant
activities since July 1, 2008.

Chapters should also submit

their Chapter Habitat Summary

N

much more!

Tim, Matt and Aaron will be at
each meeting to answer your

questions and give you ideas

on how to maximize your bot-
tom line for habitat.

In addition to the gun drawing,
we will also be providing a
variety of chapter incentives
as well as committee incen-
tives for ordering at the event.

We can’t wait to see you at
this year’s district meetings—
where you are sure to get a lot
of information and have a lot
of fun!

Think Habitat!

for students who want to con-
tinue a upland tales membership.

A great new tool for introducing
youth to conservation and Pheas-
ants Forever and Quail Forever.

which lists total projects and
acres by category along with
youth events. This document is
important in reporting our accom-
plishments in lllinois. If you need
help—contact your RWB. Thanks.
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Help Launch the Dedicated Funding Campaign

Many of the state’s conservation groups
(including PF/QF) are preparing to launch
a campaign to support dedicated funding
for our state’s natural resources. We
know it will be a long process (it took 8
years in MN).

Every PF and QF leader is well aware of the
challenges impacting our natural resources.
The DNR budget has been cut annually for
just shy of a decade resulting in major lay-offs
and skeleton programs. Soil and Water Con-
servation districts have faced similar cuts and
set-backs.

We also understand that benefits of wildlife
habitat go far beyond providing homes for
wildlife and recreation for hunters. There are
both consumptive (hunters, anglers) and non-
consumptive users of wildlife habitat and that
habitat also preserves our soil and cleans our
state’s waters - water used by people who
may have never set foot off of the paved
road.

FOREVER

We are going to start to raise awareness
with a booth at the IL State Fair in August.
Efforts are underway to produce promo-
tional and informational materials to aid
in educating some of the 400,000 who
pass through the conservation area of the
state fair.

All the groups are being asked for help in
manning the booth during the 10-day fair
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(Aug 14-23).

We are asking for PF/QF volunteers to
step up and help us man the booth. The
fairgrounds are open from 7am to mid-
night (buildings 9-9). If you would like to
help, please contact Aaron with days/
times you would be available. We are
hoping to have 2 people, 2 hour shifts.

We hope to replicate the effort at other
major events (Deer/Turkey Classic, Hunt-
ing and Fishing Days). If your chapter
has a booth at these or other events,
please let us know and we will get you
materials.
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This article is difficult to read in this newsletter, but it is an example of the dedicated funding for natural resources concept that has
spread to Minnesota (passed in November 2008) and is actively being walked through the legislature in Iowa. Similar to other states,
it would take a constitutional amendment in Illinois. In addition to the NGOs who are promoting dedicated funding, the DNR has

\grmed a task force to explore funding opportunities.
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Youth & Education

Illinois Youth Leadership Council
searches for conservation minded youth

Springfield, IL — The IL Pheasants Forever
and Quail Forever state council recently an-
nounced their intent to establish an IL
Pheasants Forever / Quail Forever Youth
Leadership Council (ILYC) modeled after

the National Youth Leadership Council. The

move ties nicely into the Department of

Natural Resources (DNR) identified focus of

youth recruitment.

The IYLC will be charged with serving as
liaisons with othet youth groups (FFA, Boy/
Girl Scouts, 4-H), growing the conservation

vision and mission of Pheasants Forever and

Quail Forever in today’s youth, addressing
hunter recruitment and growing the youth
conservation programs in the state. IYLC

candidates will receive leadership and com-

munications training and be ambassadors
for Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever
in Ilinois. They will serve as spokespet-
sons for other youth in conservation and
hunting issues and will have the opportu-
nity to share their voice with DNR, Fish
and Wildlife Service, and elected officials.
Youth must be accompanied to IL Youth
Leadership Council Events by a parent or
guardian.

Twelve (12) conservation-minded youth
will be selected from across the state of
Illinois to serve on the IYLC based on
their responses to a questionnaire. The
questionnaire is open to all IL youth aged
10-17. The goal is to represent the state
geographically and by age groups with the

conservation leaders of tomorrow. The
questionnaire and more details are avail-
able on the youth page at

www.illinoispf.org. Applications are due
by September 1, 2009.

A press release will be shared with out-
door writers in Illinois to get a solid list of
candidates from across the state for the
council.

Chapters are encouraged to identify po-
tential youth leaders for the inaugural
youth leadership council.

If you have questions about the Illinois
Youth Leadership Council, you can visit
the I'YLC page on the state web site or call
Aaron at 217-635-5207.

Check out the new Youth and IYLC pages on the state website
www.illinoispf.org or www
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.illinoisqf.org
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Tweet, tweet, not just for the birds...

Pheasants cackle, bobwhite whistle, so why
are “Ringnecks and Whistlers” tweeting?

Many of our members are just getting accus-
tomed to using email, but while our youth
still use email, they have developed social
networks and social messaging using inter-
net applications like Facebook and Twitter
(sending a message on twitter is called
tweeting).

PF/QF understands that today’s youth are
tomorrow’s conservation leaders and we
need to communicate with them in their
language if we hope to engage them in the
outdoors. Seem counter-intuitive, that's a
different article.

Upland tales now has a facebook page that
will post youth events, photos and other
wildlife facts along with discussion pages.

There is also a twitter page for upland tales -
fans will receive occasional updates about
what’s happening with our youth programs.

The website also has received a makeover
and has a blog (another communication
method for the young or young at heart).

Want to learn more about these applica-
tions, ask your kid or a neighbor kid—they’ll
explain it much better than me.
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Grants

Yet another reminder to chapters about
the upcoming August 1st deadline.

June 30th marked the end of the PF/QF
fiscal year which means auditors will be
arriving soon to go over the books.

All grant activity completed between July

Confused, frustrated looking for a simple
answer about grant reporting? We're
getting there, but it's a process.

Did you know there are ten (10) 2009
Block Grants, 6 active 2008 grants and a
month from now is the deadline for the
2010 block grant proposals?

It’s been challenging coming up with a
simple yet complete reporting system that
meets the state requirements and offers
chapters flexibility to suit their technologi-
cal experience. We've found one system
does not fit all.

However, we have made some great
strides. We now have grant policies that
lay out the requirements which each
chapter must sign. That’s our first check

The DNR block grant deadline is at the
end of July. Inlate June, chapters were
asked (email) to complete a standardized
request form and return it before 5pm

on July 24th.

Also included in the email was a word
document which outlined each of the
proposed chapter request categories:

Warm Season Grass Establishment
Switchgrass Establishment

Warm Season Grass Upgrade
Fescue Conversion

Cool Season Grass Upgrade

Woody Cover Removal

Incentives

1, 2008 and June 30, 2009 must be re-
ported to the IL state office no later than
August 1st.

Any grant activity that occurred during
that period that is not reported WILL NOT
BE REIMBURSED. Once the books are

that each chapter understands the
“strings” attached to grant funding.

We also have a document that describes
the different options available for grant
reporting. Chapters familiar with DNR
forms can still use them, chapters familiar
with excel may use the spreadsheet and
other chapters may chose to use a pencil
on the individual project report.

One of the biggest hurdles has been provid-
ing a detailed map which would provide an
audit the ability to easily spot check a pro-
ject.

The standard has been highlighted aerial
photos, but changes in USDA privacy laws
in October of 2008, have made these more
difficult for some chapters to obtain.

®  Prescribed Burning

e  Equipment

The requests will be used to determine
the amount of acres we will request in
the block grant proposals for various
practices.

Please be conservative when determining
your request levels. We will not allow
chapters to request more acres than the
average they completed over the past 2
years, without an explanation. We will
be requesting statewide acres above and
beyond chapter requests.

Chapters are encouraged to provide
other ideas for grant proposals.

August 1st - Grant Reporting Deadline - Miss it and you LOSE!

reviewed, we can’t make changes.

This includes project activity that occurred
during the last fiscal year that has not
been invoiced or paid—be sure to get your
vendors to invoice you ASAP.

Deciphering grant reporting requirements

For chapters who have a pencil and a gps
handheld unit, they can sketch the project
using the individual project report or a
blank piece of paper.

Perhaps the simplest way to provide the
map is to use Google Earth—a few clicks
and you can email a map to the state of-
fice. We have a great guide to help.

All the necessary forms are available from
any of the PF/QF staff and will be available
in the chapter only area of the web site.

Hard copies of these documents will be
included in the 2009 District Meeting Bind-
ers. Each chapter will get one binder.

These reports will no doubt change with
suggestions from chapters, but we’ll keep
you updated on changes.

2010 Block Grant Proposals Due July 24

The grant request form (excel spread-
sheet) should be completed, saved with
your chapter name and emailed to

akuehl@pheasantsforever.org.

Remember that chapters also have to
have signed the grant policies, fax to 217-
498-7743, or email a signed scan to
ksteling@pheasantsforever.org. Chapters
will NOT be allowed to participate with-
out a signed copy on file.

Delinquent chapters will not be allowed
to participate in grant proposals.

If you need assistance in completing any
of the forms or help getting off the DNR
delinquent list, contact the PF/QF staff.
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Habitat - Habitat - Habitat

Ragweed! -- Just what the doctor ordered!!

ltchy eyes, scratchy throat and ahhh-choo!!

We know that hunters number among the mil-
lions poleaxed by allergies, so ragweed bene-
fits for wildlife might be a touchy subject here.
Even the most drippy-nosed of quail enthusi-
asts, through, are recognizing that ragweed
can be Mr. Bob’s best friend. Want a simple
quail habitat practice that’s hard to get wrong?
Think ragweed.

Here are some ragweed facts to sniffle about.
The 18 North American species of ragweed
belong to the composite family (asters, daises,
dandelions). A single ragweed plant can yield
a billion grains of pollen, and each grain can
wind-surf up to 500 miles (which means you
can run, but you can’t hide). Global warming
may have doubled ragweed’s pollen produc-
tion (and that’s not getting better!). Most folks
are familiar with common ragweed (up to waist
high) but its giant ragweed cousin can reach
10 feet tall (both provide good quail benefits).
Finally, most ragweeds are annuals, but there
are perennial varieties as well.

The quail of yore were a happy by-product of
sloppy farming (by today’s standards anyway) -
small, weedy fields, low-intensity grazing,
brushy fencerows, lots of edge. Coveys, nest-
ing pairs and broods need those early succes-
sional plant communities to provide thin stem
densities for easy movement, mid story canopy
to conceal feeding broods, and bugs for chicks
to eat. Across quail country, these small farms
have morphed to larger, cleaner tracts or to
pine plantations—eliminating the old field habi-
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tats favored by quail (and other wildlife
like fox, coyotes, hawks, pheasants, song-
birds and even deer). Recreating yester-
day in today’s manicured ag-landscape
can be an intensive undertaking- but
there are some simple fixes too. Targeted
disturbance creates these habitats and
lots of ragweed.

Ragweed produces an abundant seed crop
rich in fat and protein that stays on the
plants into the winter—available to wildlife.
Ragweed seed can contain up to 47%
crude protein and 38% crude fat. That's
nutritious stuff, and quail love it. Studies
have shown ragweed is the most utilized
natural quail food in Missouri and Okla-
homa. The seed also provides food for
birds like mourning doves, goldfinches,
chickadees, and juncos. Ragweed greens
are also a preferred browse for deer and
provide brood habitat for wild turkeys.
And, it has the right plant structure to pro-
vide fall and winter roosting areas.

Now, this is a wildlife plant!!! So how do
you go about getting this green miracle
started on your land? Does a cartel con-
trol the flow of this valuable seed, much
like OPEC does 0il? Nope—this is so sim-
ple it’s crazy. While you can buy ragweed
seed (yup, it's expensive), Mother Nature
has most likely planted it for you already—
the seed persists in the soil for up to 80
years. Ragweed likes disturbance- - all you
have to do is manage for it. So, ready, set,
rip and tear! The best management for
ragweed (and to drive your allergic
neighbors nuts) is simple disking, spraying
and burning.

Disking is an easy way to create ragweed
cover, and timing is critical. In the north-
ern quail range, spring and early summer
disking means more ragweed. Stands
disked later in the summer favor grasses
and biennials. Starting from bare soil,
annuals like ragweed will dominate the
site. In succeeding years, the field will

revert to greater percentages of biennials,
perennial forbs and grasses. A once -over
deep disking will create a mixed annual-
perennial crop again. Heavier disking
(applied rotationally) will set back the site
and allow annuals like ragweed to domi-
nate again.

Applying herbicides properly can also im-
prove habitats. Herbicides like glyphosate
(Round-Up) can reduce competitive grasses
and allow and allow useful annuals like
ragweed, smartweed, barnyard grass,
lambsquarter, pigweed and foxtail to flour-
ish. There are also many other chemical
treatment options. Well-planned fire also
sets back natural succession and en-
hances annual forbs like ragweed. Using
fire (hot fire or cool?, fall or spring burns?,
patch or whole field?) and chemicals is
complicated so consult with a wildlife pro-
fessional.

Stiff Goldenrod
Solidago rigidum

Blooms: August-October
Soil: Moist-slightly dry

Description: Yellow flower, up to 5’ tall,
coarse hairy stems. Large basal leaves.
Alternate. Common throughout the state.

Notes: The scientific name is from Latin
meaning restore or cure. Very attractive to
insects (including butterflies), seeds eaten
by some birds (goldfinch, Gr Pr Chicken),
and herbivorous mammals (white-tailed
deer) in early growth stages.



WE’RE HERE TO HELP

DIRECTOR OF CONSERVATION
PO Box 50, 206 S Lake St
Oakford, IL 62673
Phone: (217) 635-5207
Cell: (217) 341-7171
akuehl@pheasantsforever.org

MATT BRADSHAW
NORTHERN REGIONAL BIOLOGIST
113 Chickasaw Lane
Loda, IL 60948
Phone: (217) 386-4324
Cell: (217) 379-7014
mbradshaw@pheasantsforever.org

KIM STERLING
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
401 Burberry Lane
Rochester, IL 62563
Phone: (217) 498-6806
Cell: (217) 502-9567
ksterling@pheasantsforever.org

ALISON BRENTZEL

REGIONAL YOUTH SPECIALIST
14 N 405 Rt. 25
Dundee, IL 60118
Phone: (217) 553-6073
abrentzel@pheasantsforever.org

TiM CAUGHRAN
S REGIONAL BIOLOGIST
1806 Montview Ave
Godfrey, IL 62035
Phone: (618) 467-2586
Cell: (618) 791-3909
tcaughran@quailforever.org
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UPCOMING EVENT CALENDAR

Focus on Forever Workshop Nebraska

Description Location

Does your chapter have an event for our calendar. Please get your upcoming banquet, youth and other events to
your regional wildlife biologist for inclusion in our monthly newsletter and on the state web site. Thanks.

District Meeting

District Meeting

District Meeting
Champaign Co PF Banquet
McLean Co PF Banquet
Kane Co PF Banquet

South Cook PF Banquet

2010 State Meeting Social
2010 State Meeting & Banquet
Rock Island/Henry PF Banquet
2010 Pheasant Fest

Best Western, DeKalb
Par-A-Dice, E Peoria

Decatur Hotel & Conf Center
Hawthorne Suites, Champaign

Par-A-Dice, Peoria
Par-A-Dice, Peoria

Des Moines, IA

please send your article and photo(s) to akuehl@pheasantsforever.org.

Time Date

7/17—7/18 , 2009
6:30-8:30pm 7/27/2009
6:30-8:30pm 7/28/2009
6:30-8:30pm 7/29/2009
5-10pm 8/21/2009
5-10pm 9/10/2009
5-10pm 9/24/2009
5-10pm 9/24/2009
5pm-12am 1/22/2010
9am-10pm 1/23/2010
5-10pm 2/5/2010

Feb 26-28, 2010

Does your chapter have an article for our monthly newsletter? Are you willing to share the success of a recent
chapter event (youth day, seed giveaway, banquet, habitat project, etc) with the other chapters in Illinois? If so,




